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It seemed an odd combination at first, but it worked well. 
Kelowna Mountain owners Mark and Nicola Consiglio continued their tradition of arts 
community philanthropy in February by purchasing 43 places – at $250/plate – at Ballet 
Kelowna’s major fundraiser of the year, Pirouette. 
Before the impressive performance by the ballet company, Mark took the stage at the 
Kelowna Community Theatre to offer a salute to Ross Rebagliati on the 10th anniversary 
of his historic gold medal in snowboarding for Canada at the 1998 Nagano Olympics. 
A video of the stirring gold-medal run played on the screens at the theatre, with loud 
Metallica for background music. The tuxedo and gown crowd got into the moment, and 
we’re not sure there’s ever been hooting and cheering at a ballet performance like there 
was that night during and after the presentation to Ross. 
Mark presented Ross with a stunning crystal trophy. Ross, Kelowna Mountain’s Director 
of Snowboarding and Skiing, wore his gold medal, and the men who came to event as 
guests of the Consiglios were given commemorative medals to wear. 
“We feel fortunate at Kelowna Mountain to have Ross with us, and we wanted to 
celebrate the anniversary of this fantastic achievement,” said Mark Consiglio. 
“The people of Kelowna have just been great to my wife Alexandra and I,” Ross said 
when he accepted the trophy. 
Ballet Kelowna then gave a 40-minute performance of their original ballet, Affairs of the 
Heart. The artistry and athleticism had the crowd wanting more. 
The 250 patrons of the arts then were delivered to the Kelowna Public Library by limos 
for a superb dinner prepared by the talented staff from Manteo’s Wild Apple Grill. The 
meal, and the wines, did not disappoint. In fact, it was being talked about for days after 
the event. 
All in all, Pirouette was a successful event for Ballet Kelowna and a great way to 
celebrate the first ever Olympic snowboarding champion. 
 
 


